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How we serve the Nation and you

 BLS Agency and Mission

A review of 4 Principal Federal Economic Indicators

Accessing the data
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How we serve the Nation and you
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What is the Bureau of Labor Statistics?
 The principal fact‐finding agency for the federal government in 
the broad field of labor economics and statistics.

 Our mission is to collect, process, analyze, and disseminate labor 
market data.

 An independent statistical agency that serves diverse 
communities 
 the general public
policymakers
businesses and professional organizations
 researchers
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A leader in economic information

BLS is committed to produce 
data that are:
Accurate
Objective
 Relevant
 Timely
Accessible

We do everything 
possible to provide you 
with gold‐standard data 
to help you make smart 
decisions!
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BLS values in action

Half full?
Half empty?

 an 8 oz. glass with 4 oz. of 
liquid
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BLS Organization Overview
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BLS Organization

Office of Employment and 
Unemployment Statistics

 Prices and Living Conditions
Office of Compensation and 
Working Conditions

 Productivity and Technology
 Survey Methods Research

 Publications and Special 
Studies

 Field Operations
Administration
Office of Technology and 
Survey Processing
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Field Operations

Directly collected programs
Field Economists
CPI Economic Assistants

 Fed/State Cooperative programs

 Call centers for CES/JOLTS
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Data Collection

 Voluntary participation

Used for statistical purposes

 Confidentiality
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BLS Protects Confidentiality
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CIPSEA

Confidential Information Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act 
(CIPSEA) (44 USC Section 3561 et seq.) prohibited from releasing 

 information acquired under a pledge of confidentiality for 
exclusively statistical purposes.  

 includes inferable information for any specific establishment 
from data we release
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What kind of data does
the BLS publish?

 Employment and Unemployment
 Inflation, Prices, and Spending
 Compensation and Working Conditions
 Future Projections and Outlook

…and much more!
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7 Principal Federal Economic Indicators (PFEI)

 Current Population Survey
 Current Employment Statistics
 Consumer Price Index
 Producer Price Indexes
 International Price Indexes
 Employment Cost Index
Major Sector Productivity 

PFEI’s are the major 
statistical series that 
describe the current 
condition of the 
economy
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The Employment Situation

15
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Employment and Unemployment

• State and Metro Area Employment, Hours, and Earnings (SAE)

Current Employment Statistics (CES)

• Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)

Current Population Survey (CPS)

Occupational Employment Statistics (OEWS)

Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages (QCEW)
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The Jobs Report
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Employment/Unemployment

 Establishment survey
Current Employment Statistics

– Employment Situation
– Real Earnings

Household survey
Current Population Survey

– Employment Situation
– Earnings of wage/salary workers
– LAUS 
Includes demographic characteristics
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Employment and unemployment measures

 Provides data on unemployment, 
employment, and demographics

 Sample of about 60,000      
households

 Counts people

 Provides data on employment by 
industry

 Sample of over 600,000 
establishments

 Counts jobs

Current Population Survey (CPS)Current Employment Statistics (CES)
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Scope and methodology

 All industries and employees

 Sample frame drawn from Census and 
other records of housing

 Collection by personal interview 
(modifications for pandemic) and by 
phone 

 Unadjusted data are not revised

 Wage and salary jobs in nonfarm 
industries

 Sample frame drawn from records of the 
unemployment insurance system

 Collection by phone and other means

 Unadjusted data are revised several times

Current Employment Statistics (CES) Current Population Survey (CPS)
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June 2023 Employment Situation
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June 2023 Employment Situation

 Total nonfarm employment rose by 209K
 Total private rose by 149K
 Goods-producing changed little (+29K)
 Private service-providing grew by 120K

 Employment continued to trend up in government, health 
care, social assistance, and construction

 Unemployment rate changed little (-0.1 percentage point), 
at 3.6 percent in June
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AE1 Avg Hourly Earnings PE2 Avg Hourly Earnings
Mining and logging ███████████████████ $38.08 6.0% 5.6%

Leisure and hospitality ██████████ $21.21 5.6% 5.2%
Wholesale trade ██████████████████ $36.85 5.2% 4.7%

Transportation and warehousing ██████████████ $29.07 4.9% 6.0%
Manufacturing ████████████████ $32.38 4.9% 5.6%

Construction ██████████████████ $36.31 4.7% 5.7%
Professional and business services ████████████████████ $40.37 4.5% 5.1%

Financial activities █████████████████████ $43.33 4.4% 4.7%
Total private ████████████████ $33.58 4.4% 4.7%

Utilities ████████████████████████ $49.60 4.3% 5.2%
Retail trade ███████████ $23.85 4.1% 4.8%

Other services ██████████████ $29.75 3.8% 3.1%
Private education and health services ████████████████ $32.92 3.3% 3.7%

Information ███████████████████████ $47.84 3.2% 4.5%

1 All employees
2 Production and nonsupervisory employees

Average hourly earnings, ranked by 12-month percent change in all employee 
average hourly earnings, seasonally adjusted, June 2023

Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics, July 07, 2023.
Most recent 2 months of data are preliminary.
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Household Survey Data
 CPS Concepts and Definitions

 People are considered Unemployed if they:
 Were not employed during the survey 

reference week.
 Were available for work during the survey 

reference week (except for temporary 
illness).

 They made at least one specific, active 
effort to find a job during the 4‐week period 
OR they were temporarily laid off and 
expecting to be recalled to their job.

 Not a count of people collecting UI benefits

 Labor Force = employed + unemployed
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Note: Shaded areas represent recessions as determined by the National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER). Data online at 
https://data.bls.gov/timeseries/LNS11300000. 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey, July 7, 2023.
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Embargoed pre-release until 07-07-2023 8:30 AM (ET)

Civilian labor force participation rates by age
Seasonally adjusted, 2007–2023
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Alternative Measures of Labor Underutilization

U‐1 People unemployed 15 weeks or longer
U‐2 Job losers and people who completed temporary jobs
U‐3 ‘headline’ unemployment rate
U‐4 includes discouraged workers
U‐5 includes all people marginally attached to the labor force
U‐6 includes all people marginally attached to the labor force 
and those employed part time for economic reasons
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Inflation Data: CPI and PPI
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Inflation, Prices, and Spending

Consumer Price Index (CPI)

Producer Price Index (PPI)

Import/Export Price Index

Consumer Expenditures (CE)
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Inflation and Prices: CPI and PPI
Consumer 
Price Index

Covers almost all 
products and 

services

Published for: 
national, regional, 

and metro

Producer 
Price Index

Covers both 
industries and 

products

National Only
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Impact of data collection changes during COVID‐19

 In‐person data collection stopped March 16, 2020
 Impact is different on the CPI, PPI, MPI, and XPI
Data collectors attempt to collect data through other means 
(mostly online)

 Lower response rates, more imputation, though most prices still 
collected
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Consumer Price Index
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CPI Publication Coverage

Monthly data
National
4 Census regions
Some local areas (NY/LA/CHI)

 Bimonthly data
20 metropolitan areas
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Shelter – Rent and Rental Equivalence

 Sample of about 50k rents 
divided into 6 panels

 Continuously update sample 
by one‐sixth every year

 Purchase price of house is 
not directly related to CPI 
(investment aspect and price change 
experience for everyone)

www.bls.gov/cpi/factsheets/owners‐equivalent‐rent‐and‐rent.htm
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Shelter – Components

www.bls.gov/cpi/factsheets/owners‐equivalent‐rent‐and‐rent.htm
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CPI‐U: June 2023 headlines
One‐month inflation
 All‐items, seasonally adjusted (SA): 0.2% Econoday® forecast: 0.3%
 All‐items, not seasonally adjusted (NSA): 0.3%
 All‐items less food and energy (Core) (SA): 0.2% Econoday® forecast: 0.3%

Twelve‐month inflation (Year‐over‐Year or YOY)
 All‐items:  3.0% Econoday® forecast: 3.1%

o All‐items less food and energy (Core): 4.8% Econoday® forecast: 5.0%
o Food: 5.7%
o Energy: ‐16.7%
o Commodities: ‐1.2%
o Services: 5.7%
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1‐month analysis, June 2023
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12‐month analysis, June 2023
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12‐month analysis, June 2022
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All items less shelter
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Bigger and smaller movers

Larger increases Declines/smaller increases

Category
12‐month 
change Category

12‐month 
change

Motor vehicle insurance 16.9 Fuel oil ‐36.6

Cereals and bakery products 8.8 Gasoline ‐26.5

Shelter 7.8 Airline fares ‐18.9

Food away from home 7.7 Natural gas ‐18.6

Personal Care 6.5 Used cars and trucks ‐5.2
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Producer Price Index
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PPI is a Vast Survey of Businesses

 BLS surveys thousands of U.S. businesses 
each month and publishes indexes based on 
those responses.

 10,000 indexes measure the average change 
in prices that domestic producers receive for 
their goods and services for the vast majority 
of the American Economy.
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Different Types of Indexes

Industry
Commodity

Final 
Demand

Intermediate 
Demand

Net Inputs to 
Industries
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Types of PPI Indexes

64,000+ price quotations per month are organized into three sets 
of PPIs: 

 Final demand‐Intermediate demand (FD‐ID) 
 Commodity indexes
 Indexes for the net output of industries and their products
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PPI publishes 500+ industry‐level indexes
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PPI publishes nearly 5,000 commodities

 products and services are 
organized by similarity or 
material composition

 2009 expanded the 
commodity classification 
structure to include services 
and construction products
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1‐month percent changes of Final Demand components

 Final demand: +0.1%
Final demand services: +0.2%

– Services ex. trade, transportation, and warehousing: +0.3%
– Trade: +0.2%
– Transportation and warehousing: ‐0.9%

Final demand goods: 0.0%
– Energy: +0.7%
– Goods, less foods and energy: ‐0.2%
– Foods: ‐0.1%

Final demand construction: 0.0%
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1‐month contributions to PPI Final Demand
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PPI Consumer foods, seasonally adjusted
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PPI Consumer foods and CPI Food at home
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PPI Consumer foods, Food retailing, and CPI Food at home
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PPI Consumer foods, Food retailing, Retailer 
inputs, and CPI Food at home 
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PPI Consumer foods, Food retailing, Retailer inputs, 
Retailer earnings, and CPI Food at home 
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BLS has a stat for that!
Accessing the data
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How can I use BLS data?

Price trend 
analysis/ 
forecasting

Contract 
escalation

Comparison of 
prices charged 
by my industry

Comparison to 
your input 

costs

Inventory 
Valuation

General 
indicator of 
inflation
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CPI for Life

Eligibility for SNAP 
benefits including WIC
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CPI for Life

Adjusts 
reimbursements for 
National School Lunch 

Program
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CPI for Life

Eligibility for FAFSA and 
other college 
assistance
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CPI for Life

Reduces income taxes 
by adjusting  tax 

brackets
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CPI for Life

Cost of Living 
adjustment for Social 

Security Income
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CPI for Life

Adjusts Medicare 
reimbursements to 

keep medical costs low
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BLS has a stat for that!
Value chain for manufacture & trade industry
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Transportation industry 
costs

Contract renewals

Benchmark own industry 
prices & margin

Contract renewals
Compensation 
negotiation

Customers’ industry 
prices, margins and 

inputs/costs

Air freight costs

Financial planning & 
forecasting

Planning global supply 
chain routes

LIFO inventory valuation

Budgeting employee 
wages and benefits

Contract escalation for 
goods and services

Contract escalation of 
employer costs

Talent acquisition and job 
openings

Workplace Safety & 
Injury Prevention

Prices

Employer Costs

Productivity

Safety & 
Operations

Consumer spending 
& time use
Marketing plans & 

projections

BLS has a stat for that!
Value chain for manufacture & trade industry



73 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

How to access BLS data
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BLS Data Publications
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Lots of ways to access BLS data

www.bls.gov
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Databases, Tables & Calculators
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Regional Information Offices
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Southwest Information Office 
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Geographic Information
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Economic Summaries
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Customized Tables
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Takeaways

 BLS produces gold‐standard data 
Data surveys are voluntary, for statistical purposes, and 
confidential

 7 Principal Federal Economic Indicators
 Information offices are available to assist you access data

…and one more thing
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Data User Conference August 17th

Featured topics will include:
 “Is Inflation Over?”
 compensation trends
 State labor market dynamics 
 the past, present and future 
of the oil and gas industry. 

Visit www.bls.gov for details
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Contact Information

James B. Howard Jr.
Assistant Regional Commissioner

Southwest and Mountain Plains Information Offices
www.bls.gov
972.850.4800

blsinfoDallas@bls.gov


